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Do Birds Select Burns? 

Great Egret White Ibis 



Egret Foraging Success? 

• Capture rate greater in burnt 

sloughs 
 

• Capture efficiency higher in 

burns 



• Fire Maimed or Killed Prey? 

• Bigger Prey? 

• More Prey? 

Why are birds attracted? 
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χ2=16.7, p=0.002 
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Fire Effects on Wading 

Birds 

• Periphyton - increase 

• Fish - no response 

•Wading birds select burned areas 

• Great egrets more efficient foraging in 

burns 

• Greater prey accessibility 
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Questions? 



Post-Treatment Sampling 

•Eight 10-day sample periods (~2.5 months) 

•Vegetation and Periphyton Cover 

•Periphyton - Chlorophyll a 

•Water depth  

•Fish - (3 minnow traps for 2 hours) - 

measured length & mass 


